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urgently needed at the political and economic levels 
in order to ensure inclusive growth.
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been actively involved in Mozam-
bique since 1979. The main aim of Swiss develop-
ment cooperation is to help reduce poverty and cre-
ate a society in which all participate, politically and 
economically. At the national level Switzerland is en-
gaged in political dialogue, supporting the govern-
ment with budget assistance in various ways, nota-
bly providing General Budget Support (GBS) through 
the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO and 
financial assistance to the health sector through the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC). Switzerland also provides decentralised assis-
tance, working with local communities. In its Coop-
eration Strategy 2012-2016, the geographical focus 
is on three Northern provinces and the thematic fo-
cus on healthcare, economic development and local 
governance.
Health: strengthening the health system and 
preventing diseases
At the national level Switzerland is supporting the 
government’s “sector-wide approach”, providing 
technical and financial assistance for the implemen-
tation of a uniform comprehensive health sector pol-
icy, and the ongoing sector reform. Switzerland is 
also involved in decentralised health promotion and 
strengthening the role of the civil society. With sup-
port of a SDC project in collaboration with a local 
NGO in the Cabo Delgado Province, the percentage 
of mothers giving birth in a health centre has been 
increased to 71.2% (national average 63.8%). 
Swiss development cooperation in Mozambique 
has three priorities: economic development, 
health and local governance. Switzerland sup-
ports local projects, mainly in three northern 
provinces: Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Nampula. 
At the national level Switzerland plays an active 
role in policy dialogue to support Mozambique 
in its effort to combat poverty and its transi-
tion to a politically and economically inclusive 
society.
Context 
Mozambique is one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries. Even today more than half of the population 
lives below the poverty line. The dependence of the 
national budget on foreign aid remains high. Over 
80% of the population lives from small-scale agri-
cultural activity, being especially vulnerable to natu-
ral disasters. A further complication is the AIDS ep-
idemic, which stands in the way of development. On 
the other hand, Mozambique is currently enjoying 
a boom in the commodities sector, with econom-
ic growth of over 8% making it one of Africa’s 10 
fastest growing economies. Structural changes are 
SWISS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IN MOZAMBIQUE
COUNTRY FACTSHEET
2014
B
" Capital
Swiss Representations
Embassy (International
cooperation division)
River
Embassy
Embassy &
Regional consular center
Cooperation office
Honorary representation
Swiss business hub
02.06.2014
Credits: CGIAR-CSI, GeoNames.org, 
Natural Earth
Copyrights: © 2014 Natural Earth,
Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 License
FDFA, STS Geoservices
The boundaries and names shown 
and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance 
by Switzerland.
Swiss Development Cooperation in Mozambique 2014    1
prevention of and protection from HIV/AIDS through 
a campaign of awareness-raising and non-discrimi-
nation.
Partners
 › Swiss NGOs: HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation, 
Swisscontact
 › Ministries, provincial and district authorities 
 › Mozambique NGOs and civil society organisations 
such as the Centro de Integridade Publica and the 
Instituto de Estudios Sociais e Económicos
 › International NGOs such as the Netherlands De-
velopment Organisation and Concern Universal
 › G19 Group of Donors
 › Multilateral organisations such as UNICEF, UNDP, 
the World Bank and the UN Population Fund UN-
FPA
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation  22.5
SDC: Humanitarian Aid  0.3
SECO: Economic Cooperation  8.5
Total 31.3
Economic development: poverty reduction 
and economic growth for all
In the Nacala Corridor Switzerland is strengthening 
different agricultural  value chains by providing direct 
support to small-scale businesses, mainly farmers, 
and is also involved in the field of microfinance, fa-
cilitating access to credit for the poor. SECO comple-
ments the efforts of the SDC with technical assis-
tance in the area of macroeconomic support.
Thanks to a sustainable improvement in agricultural 
value chains it was possible to double the income of 
more than a thousand small scale farmers from soy-
beans and more than quadruple their income from 
the production of pigeon peas.
Local governance: decentralisation and 
capacity building
Switzerland invests in infrastructure and capacity 
building and involves all concerned parties in the 
planning and budgeting processes, thus helping to 
improve the quality of basic services, notably with 
regard to water, sanitation and healthcare. The SDC 
in collaboration with its partners also supports the 
process of decentralisation, strengthening the ability 
of the civil society to demand social accountability.
In Cabo Delgado the SDC managed to increase the 
percentage of the population that has access to clean 
drinking water from 35% in 2011 to 44% in 2013.  
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland collaborates with UNICEF in the area of 
water and sanitation, with the World Bank, UNFPA 
and UNICEF in the health sector, and with the UNDP 
in the promotion of decentralisation.
Transversal themes: gender equality and HIV/
AIDS
Switzerland is committed to promoting equality be-
tween men and women and implements its gender 
policy consistently in all projects. It also promotes the 
Facts and Figures (Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  799’380 km2
Population  25.2 million
Annual population growth (since 1990)  2.3 %
Life expectancy at birth: women/men  51.1 / 49.2 years
Analphabetismusquote Erwachsene: Frauen / Männer  57.2 / 29.2 %
Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita  533.3 USD 
Percentage of the population with less than USD 1 per day >50 %
Better healthcare: the SDC supports 
reform of the healthcare sector.
Income creates prospects: the SDC is 
committed to ensuring that the poor-
est segments of the population profit 
from economic growth.
Clean water reduces sickness: the SDC 
supports access to drinking water and 
improved sanitation facilities. 
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